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A Ronald House Legacy

It is said that a person who helps a
child helps the whole world. If
that’s true, then the world is a
better place because of 
Dr. Edward S. Baum, who passed
away at the age of 83. The world 
of pediatric oncology has lost one
of its most inspiring, caring
professionals, but the lives of
millions of children and families
are richer because of his work.

Dr. Baum, who passed away on October 3rd, was one of the Founders
of the Ronald McDonald House of Charlotte and also one of the
Founders of the first Ronald McDonald House in Chicago - second in
the world. 

When Ed and his beloved wife Ann moved to Charlotte in 1993 he saw that his
new home town did not have a Ronald McDonald House, yet the need was
there.  Saying “I have one more House in me,” he formed the same kind of
group of supporters as in Chicago: parents, medical professionals, hospitals,
McDonald’s Owner/Operators and other donors, and led the effort to build the
305th House in the global system, which opened on May 9, 2011.

Dr. Baum understood that when a child has an illness, parents wanted to stay by
their side at all costs.  But they were hard pressed to manage that, when they
needed a place to rest, take a shower, share a meal and strengthen themselves
for the next day at the hospital.

Dr. Ed Baum, a Charlotte House Founder, Passes Away at 83

(With Ronald, L to R) RMH Co-Founder Jimmy 
and Dianne Murray, Ed and Ann Baum.

Dr Edward S. Baum

Dr. Baum will be buried in Arlington National Cemetery. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to Ronald McDonald House Charities of Chicagoland
& Northwest Indiana: https://rmhccni.org/donate/, Ronald McDonald House
of Charlotte: https://www.rmhofcharlotte.org/donate.html or Camp One Step
at a Time https://camponestep.org/donate/  On-line condolences may be
shared at www.mcewenpinevillechapel.com.



WISH LIST:  MEAL HEROES NEEDED

At this time, we still cannot have meal teams in the House, but we still need to
provide dinner for our families. You can help by providing donations of
restaurant gift cards. 

If you are interested in helping or for a list of suggested restaurants
convenient to the House, please contact Darrell for
darrell@rmhofcharlotte.org.

Ronald House Founders & VIPs Visit
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Prior to Dr. Baum's  service on Friday, October 16th, our House welcomed several distinguished guests
including RMH Founders and House representatives. We were honored to not only meet, but show of
our gorgeous House to the following RMH VIPs: 
 
Jimmy Murray – Co-Founder of the Philadelphia Ronald McDonald House: Murray was the Philadelphia
Eagles General Manager for 9 years. During his time with the Eagles, he helped to start the Eagles Fly
for Leukemia campaign. Together with his peers in the NFL, including Leonard Tose, Jerseys & Jewels
Committee Chair Marnie Schneider’s grandfather, he developed the concept and then opened the first
Ronald McDonald House.

Charlie Marino – Father of Gage, Dr. Baum’s patient:
In 1975, Marino’s daughter Gage was diagnosed with
stage 4 leukemia; Baum was her oncologist. Marino
and his wife spent months in the hospital with their
daughter. They watched other parents of children
with cancer do the same thing: sleep in waiting
rooms, live out of a suitcase and eat from vending
machines. The Marino’s thought of purchasing a
house close to the hospital, but the deal fell through.
They mentioned this to Baum, who had recently
traveled to Philadelphia for work and visited a “new”
concept, the Ronald McDonald House. The Marino’s
flew out to Philadelphia to learn more.  Rather than
reinvent the wheel, they decided they wanted to help
bring the concept to Chicago. Together with Baum
and Murray, they raised the funds to purchase a
house in Chicago.  The Ronald McDonald House in
Chicago, the second in the nation, opened in 1977.

Also, in attendance was Holly Buckendhal – CEO,
Ronald McDonald House Charities, Chicagoland and
Northwest. 

Our staff was very delighted and thankful to hear
stories not only about Dr. Baum, but stories of the
first two Ronald McDonald Houses.



Our volunteer programs, both individual

and group, are still suspended at this

time. Please continue to monitor our

website and social media for further

updates on reopening our volunteer

opportunities.

If you have questions about future

individual volunteer opportunities,

please contact Leslie Teiro at

leslieteiro@rmhofcharlotte.org. 

Finding ways to better serve families is a top priority! In late 2019,
the House worked with Apparo and AAA Carolinas to complete an
IT assessment. The IT Task Force recently checked in to see how
our new added processes were working. 

"In order to successfully operate a 35,000 square foot home-away-
from-home for our families, the Ronald McDonald House of
Charlotte needed to update several processes. Working with the
team from Apparo and AAA Carolinas was truly eye-opening and
helped us to identify technological solutions to better serve the
hundreds of families that stay at the House each year. These
solutions range from a more efficient family check-in process to
platforms that will enable us to better meet our mission and
communicate with our families. We look forward to a continued
relationship with these outstanding partners.” 
-- Glenn Edwards, Board Member, IT Task Force Committee

To read more about our technology updates and our partnership
with AAA Carolinas and Apparo, visit
https://www.apparo.org/ronald-mcdonald-house-of-charlotte/.
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GROUP & INDIVIDUAL HOUSE VOLUNTEER NEWS

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS

If you have questions regarding future group opportunities

including cookie teams, meal teams and cleaning teams,

please contact Darrell McGill Jr. at darrell@rmhofcharlotte.org.

OCTOBER 

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

4th Friday Wear Day - Oct. 23rd  

4th Friday Wear Day - Nov. 27th   

4th Friday Wear Day - Dec. 25th 

#GivingTuesday - Dec. 1st 

TECHNOLOGY UPDATE

THANK YOU TASK 
FORCE PARTNERS

Pictured Left:
The AAA
Carolinas,

Apparo & RMH
of Charlotte
Technology
Task Force.



Friday, October 23, 2020

Friday, November 27, 2020

Friday, December 25, 2020

Final #RMHSAS Wear Days:

1613 E Morehead Street
Charlotte, NC 28207

rmhofcharlotte.org
704.335.1191

Community Support
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For more stories, photos and
news, follow us at:
@rmhofcharlotte
#KeepingFamiliesClose

Don't Forget to Sport Your Shirts

Heather Liebler Photography is giving
back to the House! About a year ago, she
and her family directly benefited by
calling an RMH their home.  To give back,
she is setting up a Halloween Pop-up
studio for $20! 

Sign Up Here (Link also on social media):
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508
084babac2eaa8-halloween
Questions; heather@hlieblerphoto.com

Halloween Portraits ADPi Alumni Virtual Ballet Class
The Charlotte #ADPi Alumnae Chapter is
hosting a VIRTUAL Walk to the House
during their Week of Service - 10/24 -
10/31! 

Fundraisers may look a little different
this year but we are SO honored our
supporters continue helping in NEW
ways. Are you an alum? Sign up here or
on social media:
https://adpicharlottealum.wixsite.com/
home

Join Barre Belle for a virtual dance
workshop on November 7th! The
introductory virtual ballet class will 
also include a DIY tutu kit for students
to prep at home before class.

To sign up, please click the  below or 
on social media. Once registered, 
more information will be provided.
Registration ends 10/31:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/40
9094cafa928a75-barre


