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IN THE HOUSE

The Monthly Ronald McDonald House of Charlotte Newsletter

Pop Tab Pandemonium

WHAT'S INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

May 31st - June 4th
Help the Ronald McDonald House of Charlotte
celebrate 10 Years of keeping families close by
collecting Pop Tabs for the 1st Pop Tab
Pandemonium!
It's easy to participate, simply 1) Gather your COLLECTED pop tabs!
2) DROP OFF pop tabs at the House the
week of May 31st - June 4th, 2021.
DROP OFF TIMES:
May 31st: 1 pm - 5 pm
June 1st: 8 am - 12 pm
June 2nd: 3 pm - 6 pm
June 3rd: 8 am - 12 pm
June 4th: 12 pm - 4 pm
3) CELEBRATE the TOTAL pop tab weight
with the House on Friday, June 4th at 3 pm!

Questions? Contact Kristin Young at kristin@rmhofcharlotte.org.

Thank you to Coca-Cola Consolidated & United
Scrap Metal for making this event possible!

P2: Volunteer Spotlight
P2: House Wish List
P3: Plant Joy
P3: RMH Calendar
P3: RMH Virtual Presentations
P4: Community Support

MAY 2021

VOL. 2

GIVING BACK THROUGH VOLUNTEERISM
I called it the ‘McDonald’s Hotel.’ To me, it was
the coolest place on Earth. It had a fun
playhouse with so many toys, an elevator to
ride and lots of nice people always asking
about my baby sister, Maddie (pictured below
at the Ronald McDonald in Louisville back in
1996). She was born with Spina Bifida in 1993.
And by the time she was in her teens, she had
18 surgeries. Many of these surgeries were in
her first few years of life to fix her feet and
hips so she could walk and others to keep fluid
off her brain.
The hospital (formerly known as Kosair
Children’s Hospital) was nearly a 4-hour drive
from home – and without the Ronald McDonald
House, their debt and stress would have piled
on. I was only 5 years old the first time I stayed
at the House in Louisville for about a month
over the summer, so my perspective is much
different than my mother’s. I was excited to go
to the House, whereas my mom was anxious
because it meant her baby was having another
surgery. However, her nerves were solely
focused on her child – because we all had a
nice place to sleep, play and eat just minutes
from the hospital. That’s priceless and a
blessing – and unless you’ve been in these
shoes, you don’t truly understand the gravity of
what the House gives families like mine.

I share my story as a sibling who stayed at
the House multiple times and recognized
at a very young age just how magical it
was. It truly was a home away from home
for our family – providing comfort during
some of the most difficult years of my
baby sister’s life. How do you thank an
organization for something like that?
I volunteer now at the Ronald McDonald
House of Charlotte. I vowed that if I ever
lived in a city with a House I would get
involved. And that’s what I did the month I
moved to Charlotte in 2018. Giving back to
an organization that has given my family
so much is an honor.
Now, as a volunteer, I get to witness what
this organization gives to other families.
And I know they agree there’s no place
like home – except the Ronald McDonald
House of Charlotte. -- Jerrika Swartz

Jerrika Swartz serves on the RMH
Storytelling Committee and is a House
Operations Volunteer.
Have an RMH story to tell? Send to
kristin@rmhofcharlotte.org.

HOUSE WISH LIST
It takes so many supplies to run our 28-bedroom, 35,000
square-foot House! Help ensure that we have everything we
need to provide our families with an exceptional stay by
donating some items from our wish list. Our full list can be
found on our website at rmhofcharlotte.org/wish-list.

URGENT NEEDS
Tide Laundry Pods
Individual Snack Items
Individual Cookie Packs
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PLANT JOY
Adopt A Sunflower
The sunflower field is now in bloom! Have you stopped
by to snap a picture? Swing by before the end of the
month. Haven't adopted a sunflower? It's not too late!
As a reminder, to celebrate 10 years of serving families,
RMH has "planted" 5,000 sunflower blooms on our front
lawn - each represent a family touched by the House.
Help us celebrate the JOY of serving families for 10 years
by adopting one of these sunflowers!
Whether you recognize a RMH volunteer, a sweet friend
or remember a loved one, make a gift in their honor and
PLANT JOY for RMH families for years to come!
Again, the sunflowers will be in bloom until May 31st, so
stop by to see this field soon and snap a quick photo to
share like the ones below. Don't miss out on celebrating
this milestone with the House!

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS
MAY
10th Anniversary!!
Plant Joy: Adopt A Sunflower May 9th - 31st

JUNE
Pop Tab Pandemonium - June 4th
at 3 PM

JULY
Christmas in July - Wish List Drive!

Click the link in the main body of
this email or text SUNFLOWER
to 41444 to Plant Joy.

*Photos taken by Matt Henesy
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Community Support

Cookies for the House
Did you know that you can have warm
cookies delivered? That's right! Tiff's
Treats will deliver you your favorite
sweet treat right out of the oven.
But more great news! Between now and
5/30, when you purchase fresh baked
cookies from Tiff's Treats, 20% of the
proceeds goes back to the House! Just
use promo code RMHCLT when you
checkout!

Family Room Now Open!

Charity Ride for RMH

We are very excited that the Ronald
McDonald Family Room at Caroline's
Corner is now open!

Thank you to the Charlotte Vulcan
Riders for selecting the House as their
choice charity for their June 12th ride!

RMH welcomed our first family on
Monday, May 3rd at our Family Room
located in Novant Health Hemby
Children's Hospital.

The Vulcan Riders Association is an
international association founded to
provide a means for Kawasaki Vulcan
riders worldwide to meet and ride in
chapter-based and inter-chapter
activities.

Check out our announcement video and
press release announcing the opening
by visiting rmhofcharlote.org.

Be safe and have fun CLT Vulcans!

RMH Virtual Presentations
Would you like your coworkers, classmates or even friend group to
learn more about RMH? Are you looking for a fun virtual lunch & learn?
Why not invite the House to virtually present to your group!
RMH Community Ambassadors are looking for groups interested in a
virtual presentation about the House and future volunteer opportunities.
Email Kristin for more details - kristin@rmhofcharlotte.org.

For more stories, photos and
news, follow us at:
@rmhofcharlotte
#KeepingFamiliesClose

1613 E Morehead Street
Charlotte, NC 28207
rmhofcharlotte.org
704.335.1191

